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Postmarked May 4, 1917
Davidson N.C.

To:

Mrs S.R. Keesler
Greenwood, Miss

D.C. Thursday

Dearest Mamma,

This day has made me happier than any since the war was started. We learned positively
that we could come home and get our diplomas. I just hated the thought of not being able to be
with you. It made me nervous and worried for [ knew you were thinking of and longing for us as
we were for you. Sam and 1 could not have gone into the Camp if you & father had not advised
us but now we are in ['m going to do my very best to be one out of the one who get (sic) a
commission in Sept. But even while I'm working I shall be praying that peace come and end it
all.

Ever since the war started I've been trying to find out if there was any possible chance to
serve my country in another way than as a soldier but | could not find any. I asked Dr Sentelle
what he would advise me, he said the training camp. Dr Arbuckle said “wait a while.” Dr JM &
JW McConnell say go. The whole faculty is divided. Dr Martin can hardly sleep for worrying
over the question.

Tonight I went over to see Mrs Vinson and Miss Maud. They both would hardly talk of
the war. Mrs Vinson doesn’t want any of us to go. It will be very hard for us after we go as
every one of the boys who go over there except one is going. She just begs us to write regularly
and says a letter will never be owed by her. The hour Seniors who have been “her boys” for so
long are going in together and get a “loving cup” with an appropriate message of our love on it
and give it to her. It will be hard to leave Mother Vinson & Miss Maud. We can never know
just how much there (sic) have meant to us as we have never been away from there (sic)
influence. She has truly been “Mother” to us here.

“Soc” Chambliss has been called home to go to the camp. He is a boy who does not
believe in doing a thing unless he believes in it. Well he is a peace believer and when he was
called home by his people it certainly hurt him. I never saw a boy who was so worked up. The
last night he was here he was so nervous that he could not sit still and talk. Ihope for his sake he
is not taken or is conscripted.

Sam and I are planning to leave here Sat. and spend Sunday with the people in Charlotte.
Aunt Janie has already asked us down . Then we leave there Monday getting home Tuesday
night. That is the way we have thing figured now. We could leave sooner but it would rush Sam
so bad that 1 doubt if he could get ready. I closed Fresh Sab this afternoon, tomorrow I correct
the books and then that night get up all back work of which I have very little. 1 am passing all
my work but I will get a written statement assuring this from all the professors. That will cinch
my diploma.
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Postmarked Chattanooga, Tenn
May 21, 1917

To:

Gen S.R. Keesler

Greenwood, Miss

Co 6 Training
Sunday

Dear Father

Please excuse this pencil as I've only a little time to write in. When I wrote last week I
thought sure I'd find time to write again maybe before breakfast. There isn’t any before
breakfast except reveille. They started in on Tuesday and gave us the full force of training. I
never knew what work was before now I know it’s spelt W O R K. We start as (sic) 5:15 in the
morning, breakfast at 6:00 between this time there is a half hour of setting up exercise. Then at 7
work begins proper. We drill then until 10, when we have half hour of manual of arms, then half
hour of semaphore. Dinner at 12:00. Drill work & instruction starts again at 1:30 and from then
until 5:00 we work. Supper at 5:30. Study hour for two hours at 7:30 to 9:30. Taps at 10.

The work has been so far hard as we have not quite gotten used to it. For two days I just
thought if I could get a good bed & sleep for 12 hours straight then have a good meal Id rest
content but now I feel better. I'm not at all sore. The to-day has done a lot of good.

Our Company is divided into 17 squads. I’'m in the 9th, #2 in order of rank. The way
they instructions does on each person has command of the squad for a few minutes each day or is
asked certain questions about the commands. The captain had me explaining the manual to our
squad. I got it very well. You see the captain has quite a job to handle such a company. But he
does it well and we are drilling better & better. He is a West Point man by name of McCunniff,
1st Liut. is Cap Morre U.S.R.

Yesterday at 2 oclock we got off until 10 tonight. We all made a blue streak for town and
a good supper and then a movie. There was a dance at the Patten for those who wished to dance,
also one at Signal Mountain. Sam & | and two other D.C. boys had supper together & went to
the show. This morning Sam & I went to the 2nd Church and 1 never had such a time trying to
keep awake in my life. Every time I stay still now [ want to sleep. After church I went out to
Signal Mountain & Sam went to see Dr McCallie. Signal Mountain is certainly a beautiful spot.
They have a beautiful hotel there, it overlooks the Tenn. River, there is a small lake up there and
other attractions but the scenery is the chief factor. Next Sunday I'm going to see Lout Out Mt,

Each night so far we have had a lecture on some subject pertaining to war. The first was
Camp Hygiene, discipline, & etc. Friday night Gen William U.S. of the Civil War described the

battle here. He was very old but a pretty good talker. Tonight there was a band concert which
we all enjoyed.

I tried to find a schedule of classes to send you but they are out of print. I'll send one as
soon as possible.
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